doused with hydraulic fuel.
Not that getting out would
have changed anything—he
wasn’t issued a parachute.
His job was known as a suicide mission, and he flew 50 of
them.
“I’ve thought about it every
day, because I lost a buddy almost every day,” Fryar recalled
recently. “We had 21 crews in my
squadron and out of those 21
crews, two crews—I was in one

own wartime diary, Fryar
speaks the language of the
plainspoken American hero—
do your duty, get the job done.
No
complaining—except
maybe about the “stinko
weather” and getting frostbite
at 20,000 feet.
In short, do courageous
things, in a quiet way.
“I am now officially a combat
man,” Fryar recalls in “Harry’s
www.DenverCatholicRegister.org I
@DCRegister
War.” “I didn’t know I could
INSIDE
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VETERANS DAY

Thank God, his mother didn’t know.
Actually, she probably did.
“I wrote my mother consistently day after day when I was
overseas,” Fryar said. His folks
were appalled when their only
son announced he was joining
the Army Air Corps—the precursor of the Air Force—but Fryar was adamant. His father had
suffered brutally as an infantry112 Years of Service to the Gospel
man fighting in Germany and

months later, he was recoiling
from the aftershocks of a plane
exploding at his wingtip.
“That was a little scary,” he
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Post-election mandate: evangelize
BY JEAN TORKELSON

of the archdiocese’s Catholic
Biblical School and Catechetical School. In other words, it’s
not a coincidence, Akers said,
that Pope Benedict launched
the Year of Faith in 2012 and
chose the new evangelization
as its theme.
“The Holy Father said recently that it’s the duty and role
of the Christian to be able to
discern the ‘signs of the times,’”
Akers said. “He has been reading the signs of the times his
whole life, and he sees we
stand at the edge of a cliff—an
abyss, really, given all the crises
we face—of secular humanism, the corruption of finance,
our use of money … this is a
crisis of faith.”
However, in crisis comes
great opportunity, Akers said.
“This is our chance to really
build a culture of life and what
several popes … including
Pope Benedict, have called, in a
beautiful phrase, ‘a civilization
of love.’”

eration overlooked and took
for granted,” he said. “It’s kind
of sad when you stop to think
about it—all the wars since,
and no recognition for them. I
don’t think we needed the Vietnam War, or the Afghanistan
War, or the war in Iraq. Those
were a matter of politics. But
World War II was a matter of
our survival, and for freedom.”
Jean Torkelson: 203-715-3122;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister

Faith memoirs: revealing one’s story of conversion and grace
BY JULIE FILBY

“At times, you will be tested,
just as I have been tested. Sometimes you will doubt. Even
when you doubt, keep going. Do
not let the doubts overcome you
and never stop going to Mass.
Just say, ‘Lord, I need more faith,
because I doubt right now.’ He
will help you. Remember, even
the apostles doubted. The faith
is the most important gift that
God has given to you. Practice it
and help others to find it once
you have found it yourself.”
That counsel is just a small
portion of a larger message
that Maureen Lanzilotti wants
to leave her 18 grandchildren,
as well as generations to come.
It’s a passage from her faith
memoir written by her niece
Nanette Randall five years ago.
Randall, a parishioner of Our
Lady of Fatima Parish in Lakewood, left a long career in human resources and started
writing personal memoirs in
2006. Through her business
Memoirs By Design, she captures oral and written life sto-

The 2012 election is widely
seen as a mandate for a worldview that favors abortion,
same-sex marriage and a restricted role for religion in
America’s public square.
But Catholic leaders in Denver are regarding the 2012 election as a mandate for an equally radical worldview—one that
is as old as two millennia and
as new as tomorrow: to evangelize the world for Christ.
“There is a struggle for the
soul of our country and a radical secularism is getting a
deeper hold, and that’s troubling,” said Tim Gray, founder
and president of Denver’s Augustine Institute, the fastest
growing Catholic graduate
school in the United States.
“But I am very optimistic that
we can renew the Church. And
once the Church is renewed,
the Church can evangelize the
world.”
The day after the election, the
Denver Catholic Register asked
three Colorado-based theologians, teachers and evangelizers to evaluate the meaning of
the election. Each of them
urged Catholics to see the election, and the apparently sweeping rejection of sanctity of life
values, as a historic opportunity to reinvigorate the Church.
After all, throughout history,
the Christian’s role is to challenge the dominant secular
culture, said Curtis Martin,
founder of FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University Students.
“We want to live in comfort,
but we were made for great-

faith, and describe how it has
impacted their lives.
Farm boy to
“By the grace of God,
flyboy—one of
Catholics have hope. It runs
the ‘greatest
deep,” she said. “Memoirs give
generation’
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“A faith memoir is a compila- provide Catholics an opportu- Sacrament, and think about
tion of the special and simple nity to reflect on the gift of times when your faith has been
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strongest. Write it down, fill in
the details later.
Get together with another
prayer warrior. Buy a tape
recorder and share stories. Set
aside time to write weekly.
Ask other family members
to talk about what they recall
about being Catholic and what
it means to them.
Locate photographs of people who influenced you, and
see if you can remember some
of their faith stories.
Find letters from people
who influenced you, and see if
you can find something from
the letters that might help you
describe their influence.
Jot down things you recall
about your faith journey, and
times in your life when you
were grateful for the gift of
faith.
Seek expert help by hiring
someone to interview, write,
edit and print the story.
Julie Filby: 303-715-3123;
julie.filby@archden.org;
www.twitter.com/DCRegister
Julie

